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The passion of the parents to ensure basic education for their children in 

the hilly areas of Chakrata1 

“Give them the Weapon called EDUCATION…. 
& 

They will win the War called POVERTY….” 
- Anonymous 

Introduction:  

 

Figure 1: Location of Saraswati Shishu Mandir School in the hills of Chakrata, Dehradun 

During one of the various trips undertaken by Dr. Rakesh Malhotra, Chairman, IDEA, he had the 

unique opportunity to visit Chakrata Block in district Dehradun, Uttarakhand in September 2022 

to study the innovative initiatives taken up by the local youth in arresting the migration and 

graduating from jobless status to successful entrepreneurs. During that visit, he had a chance to 

visit Saraswati Shishu Mandir, a middle school located in the very interiors of scenic Chakrata 

hills. It was a pleasant surprise to know that the literacy rate among the children, including 

those of girls, was cent percent in the villages of the hills. It definitely is an issue of extreme 

happiness that parents take special interest and care to send their ward, be it a daughter or a 

son, to the schools. This commendable decision is honored by one and all in spite of extreme 

financial, geographical, and accessibility constraints. Lack of the ability of parents to pay fees for 

their wards is the gravest challenge. 

 
1 Ms. Akanksha Saxena, Research Coordinator, Innovations in Development and Empowerment 

Alternatives (IDEA), New Delhi. 
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Looking at the plight of such ambitious parents, IDEA decided to adopt seven children of 

Saraswati Shishu Mandir by way of paying their school fees from October 2022 to March 2023 

to support their education. Based on the extent of poverty and the recommendation of the 

Principal, these children were selected for this humble initiative. Details of the school and 

students are given below: 

Address of the School: Saraswati Shishu Mandir, Gwasapul, Tehsil- Chakrata, District-Dehradun, 

Uttarakhand. Pin Code- 248123 

Principal of the School: Mr. Sohan Singh Chauhan, hails from Himachal Pradesh and lives in the 

premises of the school. 

 

Details of Students: 

S. No. Name Father’s Name Class Category Village 

1.  Vidushi Chauhan Mahabir 5 ST Mohana 

2.  Piya Chauhan Kundan Singh 5 ST Mohana 

3.  Chavi Chauhan Mahabir 5 ST Mohana 

4.  Aradhya Satvan Singh 3 ST Mohana 

5.  Ansh Verma Ravidas 2 SC Rikhad 

6.  Iyan Noor Mohammad 1 Muslim Dakra 

7.  Adarsh Raghubir 1 SC Sujou 

 

“Awake, arise, and educate, smash traditions-liberate!” 
- Savitribai Phule 

 

Figure 2: Seven children of Saraswati Shishu Mandir supported by IDEA 

Left to Right: Ansh, Adarsh, Iyan, Vidushi, Chavi, Piya, Aradhya 
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Background of the Students: 

Let’s dive deep into the lives of these seven sparkling stars of the Uttarakhand hills. These kids 

are from underprivileged backgrounds. Their families do not have enough resources to educate 

their kids. 

“The highest education is that which does not merely give us information but makes 
our life in harmony with all existence.” 

- Rabindranath Tagore 
1. Ansh Verma 

He is a student in 2nd class. Ansh’s parents got divorced and are living separately. 
Unfortunately, Ansh could not become the apple of their eye. His mother, after 
divorce, used to work in a distant factory of masala packaging in the Paonta City of 
Himachal Pradesh. Due to the closure of that factory, Ansh’s mother is now working 
as a sweeper in the households in Paonta. Ansh is residing with his Nana and Nani 
(grandparents) in the arduous terrain of Rikhad village in the hills of Chakrata. Nana 
of Ansh has three sons, all residing in Dehradun city. While the elder two sons are 
married and supporting their own respective families, the youngest son is studying. 
Hence, Nana of Ansh has to support not only his own family but also Ansh and his 
youngest Mama (maternal uncle). Nana is a daily wage worker and earns about Rs. 
4000 per month, which is not adequate to sustain his family, including Ansh. 
However, Ansh is a very bright, promising, and intelligent student despite family 
hardships. Ansh, at his tender age, is committed to taking up his education in an 
earnest manner as he comprehends the value of knowledge at such a blossoming 
age. He finds English and Mathematics enthralling and fascinating.  

2. Adarsh 

He is a student in 1st class. His father, Raghubir is an agricultural laborer and is able 
to earn about Rs. 3000 per month by selling agricultural products. The family does 
not own any agricultural land. He has to scrimp and save in order to send Adarsh to 
school, as there are seven members in the family. But this destitution could not stop 
Adarsh’s commitment to pursuing his education. It is evident from the fact that daily 
he walks 1 Km one way from his abode to the school and back. It is worthwhile to 
note, the distance of 1 Km in hilly areas with difficult terrain and no pucca roads 
could be no less than 5-7 Km of walking in the plain area. This shows how 
determined Adarsh is as an individual. He is quite inquisitive in Mathematics. Other 
than academics, Adarsh has a fascination for singing and sports. Also, he has the zeal 
to participate in various inter-school competitions being conducted in the district. 
This illustrates he is a man of all seasons. 

3. Iyan 

He is a student in 1st class. His father Noor Mohammad is a driver and is engaged in 
driving taxis for tourists. He earns about Rs. 7000 per month during the peak tourist 
season. He hardly has any source of earnings for the rest of the year, which compels 
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him to save his earnings for a rainy day. Moreover, there are seven family members, 
amongst whom Noor Mohmmad is the only breadwinner without any tangible 
assets. Iyan is one of the three children of Noor Mohammad and lives in Dakra 
village, which has a predominantly Muslim population. Iyan also travels no less than 
1.5 Km each way in hilly areas to reach his school and pursue his education. Iyan and 
his family are struggling financially to cope with his education. Although he is 
mediocre in his studies but always ready to put in extra effort to learn new things. 

4. Vidushi and Chavi 

“A life of joy and happiness is possible only on the basis of knowledge and science.” 
- Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan 

Vidushi and Chavi are sisters and students in 5th class. Vidushi is the elder sister, and 
Chavi is two years younger than her. Their father, Mahabir was an agricultural 
laborer, but now he is unable to work due to his spinal problem. He is undergoing 
treatment from AIIMS, Rishikesh. His wife Parmila Devi realizes that the 
responsibility of the six members of the family is on her shoulders. Undoubtedly, she 
is the sole member of the family who brings home the bacon by trading milk 
produced by the two cows which they own and vegetables grown on a small piece of 
land. Through selling these, she is able to earn about Rs. 2500 monthly.  

Before joining Saraswati Sishu Mandir School, Chavi was a mediocre student. After 
joining the said school, she is concentrating on the fundamentals of the subjects and 
steadily improving her grades day by day. On the other hand, Vidushi is a smart 
cookie, as she is a topper in each subject in her class. Earlier, Vidushi was studying 
and residing with her Chacha (paternal uncle) in Dehradun, where she was sent for 
better studies. However, due to certain family feuds, she had to come back and now 
lives with her family in the village Mohana. Both girls show a genuine inclination 
toward their own education.  

 

Figure 3: Vidushi (standing) and Chavi (sitting in the last row from the left) 



5 
 

5. Piya 

She is a student in 5th class. Earlier, she was a student at a government school where 
she was not able to pick up the basics of the subjects. She is an average student and 
also has health issues like frequent bleeding from the nose, vomiting, etc. Despite 
her medical challenges, she knuckles down to enhance her rudiments of reading and 
writing. 

Her father Kundan Singh owns a second-hand car and uses it as a taxi for tourists 
and for other work. Her father also has agricultural land on which he grows maize 
and vegetables for their own consumption. In total, he earns about Rs. 6000 per 
month, which is inadequate for the proper sustenance of the four members of the 
family. 

6. Aradhya 

She is a student in 3rd class. Her father Sabal Singh is a farmer on his own land and 
also has a cow. He earns about Rs. 4000 per month by selling agricultural produce 
and trading cow milk. Evidently, they are living from hand to mouth. Nonetheless, 
Aradhya and his father both understand the value of education in today’s world. 
That is the sole reason they save bit by bit to spend on her studies. Aradhya is doing 
well in her studies as she is a jack of all the subjects of her academic course. 

 

 

 


